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Threats to the Southern U.S. Forests 

By Emma Helmken 

 Within the past century, southern forests have dissipated dramatically. Going about 

one’s day to day activities, one may not even recognize the harm he is causing around him. 

Southern forests are waning due to suburbanization, disease, surface mining, and invasive 

species.  

 Each decade, millions of acres of forest in the southern United States fall victim to 

suburbanization.  In Georgia, Atlanta’s rapid population growth has lead to an increase in 

suburbanization. According to Nick Price and Southern Forests for the Future, “unless there are 

changes in the pattern of development…suburban growth will lead to… 19 million acres of forest 

lost…from 2020 to 2040. From where do these suburbs come, geographically? In fact, they take 

the place of a forest that has occupied the southern United States long before our arrival.   

 Being small does not mean that an animal cannot cause major damage. Pests can eat 

their way through forests, killing thousands of acres all throughout the nation.  Researchers at 

several universities, including Michigan State University and the University of California at Santa 

Barbara, discovered that 455 insects and 16 pathogens are destroying forests from the Pacific all 

the way to the Atlantic. In the southeast United States, including Georgia, laurel wilt disease is 

spread by a foreign beetle.  In Georgia specifically, this species preys on redbay trees. The gypsy 

moth, whose caterpillar is harmful to certain trees, is expected to moved South in the near 

future. Such small animals, when in large groups, can cause immense harm to our southern 

forests.  

 Forests are cut down due the constant need of minerals. Places where trees once 

flourished are now barren land.  Besides the obvious of cutting down trees, mining causes 

another problem. Mining can degrade the soil, causing the trees that haven’t been cut down to 
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not be as healthy. Due to the degradation of soil, the plant and animal species shift, adapting to 

the different soil. Explosives are used to clear land for mining, wiping out areas of forests in 

seconds. Although mining helps the United States, it also hurts our country, environmentally. 

 Although many people may not realize it, there are numerous factors threatening the 

health and extent of southern U.S. forests. Threats come in all shapes and sizes and, unlike a 

human’s attention span or life; they do not waver or cease to exist. These dangers will not 

recede, they will not go away if they are ignored, and the dangers will increase in the future, 

unless something is done.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

Works Cited 

Fry, J.A., Coan, M.J., Homer, C.G., Meyer, D.K., and Wickham, J.D., 2009, Completion of the

 National Land Cover Database (NLCD) 1992–2001 Land Cover Change Retrofit

 product: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 2008–1379, 18 p. 

 

University of Central Florida. "Ravenous foreign pests threaten U.S. national forests."

 ScienceDaily 7 December 2010. 14 January 2011 <http://www.sciencedaily.com

 /releases/2010/12/101206093709.htm>. 

 

USDA Forest Service, Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team (FHTET). 2006. Mapping Risk 

from Forest Insects and Diseases. FHTET 2007-06. Available online:

 http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/pdfs/FHTET2007-06_RiskMap.pdf 

 

USEPA (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency). 2005. Final Programmatic Environmental
 Impact Statement (PEIS) on Mountaintop Mining/Valley Fills in Appalachia – 2005.
 EPA 9-03-R-05002. Washington, DC: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. ↩ 

 

USEPA (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency). 2009. “Mid-Atlantic Mountaintop
 Mining.” ↩ 

 

http://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/technology/pdfs/FHTET2007-06_RiskMap.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/region3/mtntop/eis2005.htm
http://www.epa.gov/region3/mtntop/eis2005.htm
http://www.epa.gov/region3/mtntop/eis2005.htm
http://www.seesouthernforests.org/discover-southern-forests/drivers-change/drivers-change#fnref:17
http://www.epa.gov/region3/mtntop/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/region3/mtntop/index.htm
http://www.seesouthernforests.org/discover-southern-forests/drivers-change/drivers-change#fnref:16

